WILLIAM   HARVEY   AND   HIS   TIMES
present at the battle of Edgehill in 1642, and it is said that
he had charge of the two young princes and was reading a book
not far from the battlefield, when his studies were interrupted
by a stray cannon shot, so that he was obliged to " remove his
station."
After the defeat of the Royalists Harvey retired to Oxford, and
there continued his studies in embryology which led to the
publication of his second great work, De Generatione Animalium, in
1651.1 Although the main theme of the work is indicated in its
title, it may also be regarded as the first original book on mid-
wifery to be published by an English author.2 A contemporary
obstetrician, PERCIVALL WILLOUGHBY (1560-1631), of Derby and
London, left a manuscript on Observations in Midwifery which was
printed for private circulation so recently as 1863. One chapter
of Harvey's book on Generation, entitled " De Partu," is devoted
to obstetrics. He advanced the view that the foetus assisted its
own delivery by active movement, which he compared to that
of the chick emerging from the egg or the butterfly from the
chrysalis. He also described a case of spurious pregnancy, ending
with the remark, " All my arguments could not remove that
persuasion from her, till at the last all her hopes vanished into
flatulency and fatness."
Harvey was now over seventy years of age, but although he
was a martyr to gout his brain was active as ever. His generosity
is shown by his gift at this time of a library and museum to the
College of Physicians. The honour of Presidency was offered
to him ; this, however, he was obliged to decline on account of
age and infirmity. He died in his eightieth year on the 3rd of
June 1657, and his body, uncoffined but " lapped in lead," was
buried at Hempstead in Essex, some fifty miles from London.
" De Motu Cordis et Sanguinis "
The Anatomical Treatise on the Movement of the Heart and Blood
in Animals, to quote the English title of De Motu Cordis, is probably
the greatest book in medical literature.3 It is dedicated to
Charles I, and Harvey compares the king to the heart, the centre
1 J. Needham, A History of Embryology, 1934, p. 112
3 H. R. Spencer, History of British Midwifery, 1927, p. i ; A. H. Curtis, ed. of Obstetrics
and Gynaecology, Philadelphia, 1933, p. 9
* D. Flourens, Histoire de la dtcouverte de la. circulation du sang, Paris, 1857
183